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cleared out the bowels with a dose of blue-pill and colocynth, Bfollowed by an enema, he ordered sulphate of zinc, five grains; I
bread-crumb, sufficient for a pill, to be taken three times a day,
immediately after each meal. This was continued for ten days,
without causing sickness, and with decided relief to the
abdominal distention; the appetite improved; the listlessness
decreased. No evacuation of the bowels occurred from the
second day till the tenth, when the following was administered:
calomel, four grains; compound colocynth pill, six grains:
make a pill, to be taken at bed-time, followed by a black
draught in the morning. On the day following this, the bowels
acted spontaneously; and from that time until now, nearly i
twelve months, have been relieved daily without aperients or
enemata. The use of the sulphate of zinc was continued for
three weeks, and then gradually exchanged for sulphate of
quinine. A curious fact deserved notice in this case. For
some time after the discontinuance of enemata, the patient was
not sensible of the action of the rectum during the passage of
fseces. Other cases were cited in support of this treatment,
the use of which Mr. Baly limited to cases dependent upon
want of tone.

Mr. HAINWORTH exhibited a canula, which he had first used
sixteen years ago, for the removal of fragments from the
bladder after lithotrity.

Correspondence.

THE LATE DR. ROUPELL AND THE THIRD
YEAR’S STUDENT.

H. CHALMERS MILES, M.R.C.S. Eng.

" Audi alteram partem."

To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-An unfortunate mistake, which is susceptible of very

considerable misconstruction, occurs in my letter which you
were so courteous as to publish in the last number of your
periodical. It is an error which no doubt, in the haste with
which I was forced to write, crept through inadvertence into
my own MS. The blunder to which I refer is as follows :-
"Had not my name of late been so frequently associated, both
privately and publicly, with the contributions of the Third
Year’s Student,’ it would misbecome as well as be unnecessary
for me to notice the remarks to which I refer; but the pro-
fession is cognisant that such is not the case," &c.

I had intended to write-" but the profession is cognisant
that such is the case." You will pardon my importunity if I
request you to insert this explanation in the current number of
THE LANCET, as the unfortunate insertion of ’’ the particle of
negation" changes the entire significance of the sentence, and
renders me liable to much misconception.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
H. CHALMERS MILES, M.R.C.S. Eng.

Dowlais, Glamorgan, October, 1854.

THE LATE PESTILENCE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Having for some weeks past had many cases of diar-
rhcea and cholera under my care, and in all of them found that
a particular state of the digestive organs preceded the diarrh&oelig;a 
and cholera, I wish, through your columns, to draw the atten-
tion of the profession to this state, that other observers may
be able to verify its presence in other quarters where cholera
has prevailed, should such have occurred in their experience.
It has been so universal in this district, so uniformly present
in every case of diarrhcea and cholera, that I look upon it as
something more than an accidental circumstance, or a mere
state of borborygmus from error in diet. It may be a state of
the system which predisposes to the cholera poison, or it may
be the first effect of that poison on the system-the stage of
invasion; I do not pretend to determine which ; but I look
upon it, and treat it, as the great appreciable symptom of an
impending attack of cholera. The following is the state to
which I allude :-A person, apparently in a state of robust
health, feels suddenly a rumbling sensation at the stomach,
with sickness or faintness, followed by a rushing through the
bowels, as of air and fluid, all the while apprehensive that he is
about to have a copious liquid stool; at once the rumbling
ceases entirely, and he finds that his fears have been ground-
less ; there are no eructations; there may not even be any
escape of flatus, or if there is, it is frequently free from fcetor.
Again and again the same rumbling is repeated, it may be at

long intervals, but sooner or later it is followed by diarrh&oelig;a,
frequently terminating in cholera.

I dare say that many of the profession may be disposed to
look upon this state as a trifling matter, and consider it nothing
more than simple flatulence, easily removed by any of the
cordial tinctures. Some may think that I am endeavouring to
give it undue prominence as a premonitory symptom of cholera,
which I firmly, however mistakenly, believe it to be. I do
not know whether others may have remarked this state to
exist previous to the appearance of cholera. I write for the
purpose of drawing attention to it, of inviting communications
on the subject, and of eliciting from other observers whether
they have witnessed it in other localities where cholera has
appeared; and, if so, may I not with confidence inquire,-are
we not in a condition, have we not sufficient indications,
to enable us to avert an attack of cholera altogether, and thus
remove one of the reproaches of our profession ? Apologising
for the length of my communication, I have the pleasure to be,

Oct. 1854. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. D.Oct. 1854. M.D.

P.S.-I enclose my card and address.

UNQUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-An idea I have long entertained is confirmed by the
case of Brownridge, in THE LANCET of October 28th, and with
your permission I will submit it to your consideration. It is
this, whether it would be advisable that every medical
man who loves his profession should be requested to send
you the names of all those unqualified individuals prac-
tising in his locality, thereby furnishing you with valuable
statistics in case they should be required at the next reading
of the " Medical Reform Bill," and also forming for ourselves
a data of the loss we (as a profession) sustain from these
encroachments by uneducated and unqualified persons.
May I ask you to place this suggestion before the profession

through the medium of your widely-circulated journal; and if
adopted by my medical brethren generally, I shall be happy
to transmit to your office a list of names from my own imme-
diate neighbourhood.

I am, Sir, yours very truly,
October, 1854. MEDICUS.

THE EASTERN WAR.
A PROPOSITION TO SUPPLY OUR ARMY WITH AN EFFICIENT

STAFF OF SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Would it not increase the country’s confidence in the
young surgeons volunteering for the East, and pave the way
for rescinding the foolish regulations of the unprofessional
medical boards, viz., that of the Admiralty, &c., if they each
took out a certificate of competence, granted after a careful
examination by that eminent authority in military surgery,
Mr. Guthrie, in the presence of either his colleagues or a few
distinguished men of the nation? Mr. Guthrie would, perhaps,
feel himself not authorized to do so. But who could censure
him? not the profession, for they would be only too glad of
his services, and would appreciate his painstaking as they
already do his comments on military surgery, and I am sure it
would go to the very heart of the young men themselves,
feeling that that eminent man was satisfied of their ability
before despatching them to the East.

I remain, Sir, yours most obediently,
A PATRIOT.

THE WAR.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
H.M.S. "NIGER," BALAKLAVA, OCT. 7TH, 1854.

THE morning after the battle I landed at half-past six o’clock;
and such a scene! it is impossible to describe it-the groans of
the wounded, the ghastly stillness of the dead, was something
horrible to witness. Seeing that our own wounded were being
attended to by their own medical officers, I went to the Russian
side of the field, and worked hard for some hours, cutting out
balls, putting on splints, and, what was a greater boon to them,
giving a little brandy and water (which I carried with me for the
purpose) " to slake their dying thirst." When I had expended
all my supply, and quite exhausted from stooping so much over


